The main characteristic of 19 th century medicine was the correlation of observations obtained at the bedside with la boratory discoveries through autopsy 3 . Among many famous names it is necessary to highlight those that follow. Philippe Pinel (1745-1826) was concerned with classification of disea ses, and later favored specialization in mental diseases 3, 4 . Rene-Theophile-Hyacinthe Laennec (1781-1826), inventor of the stethoscope and apologist of the anatomical-clinical method, was one of the finest clinicians of the time, but was not as renowned as François-Joseph-Victor Broussais (1772-1838), who considered that proper treatment should focus on changes in tissue pathology 3 . Finally, the main founders of clinical neurology in France were Guillaume B. A. Duchenne (1806-1875) and the remarkable Charcot 3 . Charcot adopted the anatomical-clinical method and became world-famous through his clinical lectures at L'Hôpital de la Salpêtrière in Paris. Many of his pupils and/or successors were influential members of French neuro logy community 5, 6 .
FreNcH MeDiciNe aND tHe PrecUrsors oF BraZiliaN NeUroloGY
French medicine exerted a strong influence on Brazilian physicians who held pioneering roles in their professional field. Three of them who were the "first" in their field of knowledge must be stressed.
José Martins da Cruz Jobim (1802-1878), graduated in Medicine at the Faculté de Médecine de Paris (1828), was strongly influenced by the doctrine of François Broussais (1772-1838) 7 . As the author of the first Brazilian neuropsychiatric text, Insania loquaz (1831), he may be regarded as the first Brazilian neuropsy chiatrist 7 . João Vicente Torres Homem (1837-1887), the author of the first Brazilian medical book fully committed to neurology 8 , Lições sobre as moléstias do systema nervoso… (1886), was the Internal Medicine Chair in Rio de Janeiro. According to Nava (apud Fiocruz) 9 : "Torres Homem is the representative type, the index, the sum of whom was the result of the in fluence of French Medicine on the evolution of indigenous clinics. To the cycle of French influence we are indebtedand in the human personality and as medical teacher, Torres is the symbol of it".
João Carlos Teixeira Brandão (1854-1921), the first Bra zilian professor of the chair of "Mental and Nervous Diseases" 2 , the "father" of the Brazilian psychiatry, was inspired by the conceptions of the French alienists, such as Morel's "degenerescence" (Bénédict-Augustin Morel, 1809-1873) 2, 4 . He spent time in France, Germany, and Italy to study European Psychiatry.
FreNcH NeUroloGists aND tHeir iNFlUeNce oN BraZiliaN NeUroloGY
Besides the previously cited precursors (Jobim, Torres Homem, Brandão), Brazilian neurology was strongly influenced by the modern French neurological school, which had Charcot as its powerful "patron" 1 . Charcot provided clinical and pathological descriptions of multiple sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, hereditary motor and sensory neuropathy, and motor ataxia. He labeled "shaking palsy" with Parkinson's name, and the "maladies des tics" with that of Gilles de la Tourette. Aphasia and agnosia passed through his sieve, and some signs and diseases were named after him , and Dejerine followed after Raymond's death (1910) . It is necessary to mention that Brissaud, Charcot's temporary successor, was also a pupil of Pierre Paul Broca (1824-1880), one of the pillars of modern neurology . In 1907, he succeeded Charcot as Chair of Pathological Anatomy, and, in 1918, he became Professor of Clinical Neurology at the Salpêtrière after Dejerine 5, 6 . Later, Georges Guillain These distinguished followers of the French school, the founders and developers of Brazilian neurology, left a legacy for future Brazilian generations, and owe a debt to the Gallic neurology.
